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MR&R: So introduce yourselves, how the collective was started and how you were introduced o
anarchism, anarchist activism? I know the collective from a show that we played a number of years
ago [about 1990] in a warehouse in Hawthorne. You were selling literature at a table. So you've
been around for a number of years.

NEIL: Oh, you were at that show?
MR&R: Yeah, we were supposed to play, but then it got shut down.

MATT: What band was it?

MR&R: Those Unknown (iugsplammaessase ')

NEIL: Anyway, we had started out a while ago. Probably the first thing that we were into, that we
wanted to get going was a band, a punk band. We wanted to make the band very political. The
name of the band was W@R. It never really did get out too much. We were on one compilation,
the Squat or Rot compilation 2 or 3 [it was 3]. And from that, as we got more into the band, we
became increasingly more political, trying to get better at it, to understand what we were singing
about reading more about it, trying to get more political songs, politicizing the band and politicizing
the people who were into the band.

MATT: I guess we saw the band as a vehicle to put the politics out there. And what happened
within the band was a struggle. Some people were more into it for the music, and some people
were into the politics more so than the music. And the band wasn’t able to continue working
together, because our side of the band wanted to use it more as a vehicle to get the politics out, the
other side was like “yeah, the politics are good, it’s fun to sing about it, but we’re more or less into
the music.” So basically, there was a split in the band. Me, him [Neil] and another guy Henry, left
and formed the political organization. We started putting up fliers, mostly at shows in the area, like
the warehouse in Hawthorne.

MR&R: Did you get a good response to that?

NEIL: It was pretty mixed. At the show in Hawthorne, it wasn’t a community who had ever been
exposed to anything like that before. Some of the kids really got into it. I remember we made shirts
the night before and they wanted shirts and they were taking the information. But other people
were not only not into it, but they were really intimidated by it and they felt like they should be
intimidating us. There was almost a fight but...

MR&R: Almost a fight? >
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